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CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY 

University Honors Program 

One University Drive 

Orange, CA  92866 

 

 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

 

HON 207             Spring 2012 

Darwin’s Evolutionary Theory: The Science and the Controversy 

 

Catalog Description:  
Prerequisite: acceptance to the University Honors Program, or consent of instructor. This 

course will address the topic Darwin’s theory of evolution by natural selection and its place in 

scientific thought, and explore the controversy surrounding it for many in the general public. 

We will explore the options for finding comfort with both the science of evolution and one’s 

personal religious beliefs.  (Offered as needed.)  3 credits. 

 

 

Course Objectives:   

 Understand the scientific method. 

 Understand the difference between a scientific theory and “theories” in everyday 

life. 

 Understand the science supporting Darwin’s theory of evolution by natural 

selection, and its crucial role in many scientific disciplines.  

 Analyze and articulate the controversy surrounding the theory of evolution.  

 Understand why so many Americans don’t “believe” in evolution. 

 Explore the options for finding comfort with both the science of evolution and 

one’s personal religious beliefs. 

 

Content: 

The scientific community overwhelmingly endorses Darwin’s theory of evolution by 

natural selection as a theory and a fact.  However, nearly half of the adults surveyed in a 

2001 Gallop poll didn’t believe in evolution, making us the number one nation of non-

believers.  How can that be?  In this course we will analyze the evolution controversy 

covering topics such as: the evidence supporting Darwin’s theory, Intelligent Design, 

how should evolution be taught in our schools, Social Darwinism, is there room for 

evolution and personal religious beliefs, irreducible complexity, altruism, genetic fossils 

(evo devo), memes and Non-Overlapping Magisteria (NOMA).  

 

Required  Texts: 

Appleman, Philip, ed.  Darwin. 3
rd

 ed.   Norton & Company, New York, 2001.  

Browne, Janet.  Darwin’s Origin of Species: A Biography. Atlantic Monthly Press, New 

York, 2006. 

Gould, Stephen Jay. Rocks of Ages: Science and Religion in the Fullness of Life. 

Balantine Books, New York, 1999. 
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Shermer, Michael. Why Darwin Matters.  Henry Holt and Company, New York, 2006. 

      

Recommended Readings: 

Aspell, Paula S. and Mirowitz, Lisa.  What Darwin Never Knew. DVD, Nova, New York. 

2010. 

Brown, William and Fabian, Andrew C. (Eds.). Darwin. The Darwin College Lectures. 

Cambridge University Press, New York, 2010. 

Carroll, Sean B. The Making of Fitness: DNA and the Ultimate Forensic Record of 

Evolution. W.W. Norton and Company, New York, 2007. 

Carroll, Sean B. The Making of Fitness (video). http://www.molbio.wisc.edu/carroll/Fittest.html 

Coyne, Jerry A. Why Evolution Is True. Viking – Penguin Group, New York, 2009. 

Dawkins, Richard.  The Genius of Charles Darwin. DVD. Athena, London, 2009. 

Desmond, Adrian, Moore, James and Browne, Janet.  Charles Darwin: VIP.  Oxford 

University Press, Oxford, 2007.  

Darwin, Charles and Wilson, E.O. From So Simple A Beginning: Darwin’s Four Great 

Books (Voyage of the Beagle, The Origin of the Species, The Descent of Man, The 

Expression of Emotions in Man and Animals). W.W. Norton and Company, New York. 

2005. 

Miller, Kenneth R. Only a Theory: Evolution and the Battle for America’s Soul. Viking, New 

York. 2008.   

Miller, Kenneth R. Evolution: Fossils, Genes and Mousetraps.  DVD. Howard Hughes 

Medical Institute. Chevy Chase, MD.  2007. 

National Academy of Sciences, Institute of Medicine. Science Evolution and Creationism. 

National Academies Press, Washington, D.C. 2008. 

Quammen, David. Charles  Darwin: On the Origin of Species. The Illustrated Edition. 

Sterling Publishing Co., Inc. New York. 2008. 

Rice, Stanley A. Encyclopedia of Evolution. Checkmark Books, New York. 2007. 

Shubin, Neil.  Your Inner Fish: A Journey into the 3.5-Billion-Year History of the Human 

Body.  Pantheon Books, New York. 2008. 

  

Instructional strategies: 

Lecture/Discussion (3 hours/week) will provide the intellectual theory and conceptual 

understanding enhanced by guest speakers, video clips highlighting the thoughts of 

recognized experts such as Richard Dawkins BBC award winning documentary, The 

Genius of Charles Darwin.  Students will lead discussions on key topics related to 

the course.  Students will produce a substantial research paper that will address a 

relevant topic integrating relevant scientific, social, religious and ethical issues. 

 

Methods of Evaluation: 

1.Class Attendance: Class attendance is required. You are expected to attend all class 

meetings and to have assignments prepared when they are due. More than three absences 

or three index cards not turned in will result in zero points for class participation. Each 

absence beyond that will result in a 5% deduction from your possible semester grade. 

Late assignments will be penalized severely (40% per day). 

2. Class Participation: Participation does not mean mere presence in the classroom. 

Instead, it means active listening – that is, the willingness to engage in the back-and-forth 

http://www.molbio.wisc.edu/carroll/Fittest.html
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of open-ended and reasoned conversations by being open to what others have to say, 

risking our opinions, asking questions, and surfacing disagreements. Such “active 

listening” is essential to being a community of scholars.  

3. Laptops and Other Communication Devices: Please note that the use of laptops and 

other communication devices can only be used during review days and on the two days of 

class presentations. On all other days they are not allowed to be used in class.  

4. Reading Assignments: You are asked to study carefully all required readings by the day 

on which they appear on the projected course schedule. It is important to note that you 

are asked not merely to read all assigned materials but to study them. Such study may 

require several readings of the material.  

5. Class Time: Class meetings will be, for the most part, a mixture of lecture and 

discussion. All class meetings will allow time for your questions.  

6. Exams: There will be two in-class exams (midterm and final) during the semester. 

Review questions will be distributed at least one week prior to each exam.  

7. Quizzes: These quizzes will be unannounced and will cover the reading material for the 

day. No makeup of these quizzes will be allowed.  

8. Final Paper: A research paper thinking through a topic related to the course that as 

prior approval from your instructor.  

 

Chapman University Academic Integrity Policy: 

Chapman University is a community of scholars which emphasizes the mutual 

responsibility of all members to seek knowledge honestly and in good faith.  Students are 

responsible for doing their own work, and academic dishonesty of any kind will not be 

tolerated anywhere in the university 

 

Students with Disabilities Policy: 

In compliance with ADA guidelines, students who have any condition, either permanent 

or temporary, that might affect their ability to perform in this class are encouraged to 

inform the instructor at the beginning of the term.  The University, through the Center for 

Academic Success, will work with the appropriate faculty member who is asked to 

provide the accommodations for a student in determining what accommodations are 

suitable based on the documentation and the individual student needs.  The granting of 

any accommodation will not be retroactive and cannot jeopardize the academic standards 

or integrity of the course. 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by: Fred Caporaso, Spring 2011. 

 

Last revised:  Fred Caporaso, Fall 2011. 

 


